INTRODUCTION

I

No apologies are needed for the translation of a book of such absorbing
historical interest and eminence, such as the c Kaslyatra Charitra ' of
Sri Yenugulaf Veeraswamy. Literary evidence in support of the study
of history of India is conspicuous in India by its rarity and Sri Veeraswamy's
Journal recording his tour impressions of India in the years 1330 and 1831
is a book of great historical and literary value, which is now being presented
to the world of scholars. This is the first travelogue from the land of the
Telugus and the author Sri Veeraswamy has done a service to the Indian
community by recording his impressions on an all-India tour covering a
period which is important in the history of India. Sri Veeraswamy started
at Madras on the 18th day of May, 1830 on a long tour of this country.
During this historic journey by palanquin, he covered a considerable part of
the country staying at places such as Tirupati, Cuddapah, Ahobalam,
Hyderabad, Vemulavada, Nirmal, DhanOra, Nagpur, Ramatenki, Jabbalpur,
Reema, Mirjapur, Prayag, Kasi, Patna, Gaya, Moiighyr, Rajmahal,
Krishnanagar, Calcutta, Gopalpur, Cuttack, Puri-Jagannath, Ghilka Lake,
Ganjam, Chatrapur, Berhampur, Srikakulam, Vizianagram, Simhachalam
Rajahmundry, Ryali, Machilipaitnam, Bapatla, Ghinna Ganjam, Nellore,
Gudur, Naidupet, Sullurpet, Ponneri and returned to Madras on the 3rd
of September 1831. Hundreds of other historically important places were
also visited by him in this pilgrimage to Kasi, Prayag etc. During this
journey he maintained a journal. This journal maintained in Telugu is a
veritable mine of information on the sociaL political and economic conditions
of the first half of the 19th century. Sri Veeraswamy 's journal is particularly
valuable to us as it throws much light on the conditions of the country during
the period indicated above. He is a keen observer and his observations on Hindu
holy places, rivers, on religions such as Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Hindu
mythology, astronomy, the customs, manners, castes, laws of the late
Governments of the several places make a very interesting and absorbing
study. The journal of Veeraswamy is therefore an important literary source
for the study of the conditions of India in the years 1830-31, specifically
and the first half of the nineteenth century.

Sri Yenugula Veeraswamy aK&f Yenugula Veeraswamiah, a Niyogi
Brahmin of Madras, son of Yenugula Samayya Mantrl of Srlvatsa Gotra is
said to have retired from the service of the East India Company in the year
1835 ; it is therefore presumed that his date of birth may be round about
1780 A. D. He lost his father at the early age of nine years and was thereafter
brought up by his mother. He started life in a poor way ; Veeraswamy
however exhibited unusual precociousness for his age and was proficient in

T Wherever the word * Enugula * occurs, the E may be pronounced as E.